
Summer Reading Assignment 

AP Literature & Composition  

Mrs. Perlman 

 

 

Required Reading: 
The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini 
 This will be the first text we do together as a class 

How to Read Literature Like a Professor, Thomas C. Foster 
 This is required reading to set the baseline level of understanding for a college-level literature course.  This will not “tested.” 

 

Suggested Materials for Class: 
Notebook (electronic or paper: doesn’t matter to me. Pick what works for you) organized with the following sections: 

• Major Works Data Sheets--Novel Study 

• Poetry and Short Stories 

• Literary Terms—see below 

• Biblical Allusions and Classical Allusions—see below 

 

Summer Reading Assignment: 
1. Familiarize yourself with the class via Schoology—read Course Overview and other posted materials. Bring questions to 

class during first week. 

2. Read and annotate your copy of The Kite Runner—See “How to Annotate” if you need help—see below. 

3. Complete a “Major Works Data Sheet” for The Kite Runner—attached here.  You will create a data sheet for each novel 

reading we do. 

4. Terminology to be familiar with: 

Literary Terms 

See below for complete list. Jot down examples of the terms from the readings as you encounter them during the year.   

 

Biblical References: 

Provide a note of explanation for each of the following: 

 
o Abraham/Isaac (sacrifice) 

o Book of Revelations (14:19-20; GoW) 

o Cain and Abel 

o Christlike Qualities 

o Crucifixion/Calvary/Stigmata 

o Divine Right of Kings 

o Eve, Snake, Apple, Eden 

o Exodus and Promised Land 

o Job 

o Last Supper 

o Lot’s Wife 

o Moses and the River Nile 

o Noah’s Ark/Flood 

o Parable Good Samaritan 

o Prodigal Son  

o Shadrack

Classical Allusions 

Provide a note of explanation for each of the following.  The Moodle offers some sources to help you get started.  

You will add to this list as you encounter other allusions throughout the year. 
 
o Achilles 
o Adonis 
o Aphrodite 
o Atlas 
o Cerberus 
o Hades 

o Hector 
o Pandora’s Box 
o Prometheus 
o Sisyphus 
o Tiresias 
o Titan

Note: 

Much of Western Literature alludes to the Bible.  By reading selections from the Bible, you will become familiar 

with important stories which are alluded to in many of the works we read. The King James version is available 

online.  
 
 
 
 

The readings and discussions for AP Literature & Composition reflect the experience of the college-level student 
and are considered for mature audiences 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



ANNOTATION 

 

The Process: 

There are a number of procedural expectations that make annotation practical and effective.  First, implement a 

consistent system.  Use the same abbreviations and symbols every time you annotate.  Second, have a pencil close at 

hand as you read.  Yes, use a pencil.  Why?  You may change your mind or get it wrong the first time; someone else may 

say it better or more succinctly; more recent discoveries may prompt a reevaluation of earlier findings, etc.  Third, be 

disciplined. 

Some suggested ABBREVIATIONS/SYMBOLS: 

Expository Text:     Narrative text:

b/c = because 

+ = and 

w/ = with 

w/o = without 

b/t = between 

e.g. = for example 

ex = example 

info = information 

b4 = before 

↑ = increase, improvement, rising 

↓ = decrease, decline, falling 

* = important 

** = very important 

 = of the utmost importance; crucial to understanding 

> = use caret to point to an exact location 

∆ = change 

PLOT = plot item (and/or use one of the following) 

      EXP = exposition 

      TP = turning point 

      cf = conflict 

      RA = rising action 

      Cx = climax 

      FA = falling action 

      RES = resolution 

Ch = characterization 

S = setting 

POV = point of view (mention type: 1st person, limited omniscient, etc.) 

Th = theme 

LT = literary term (identify the term by name: irony, tone, foreshadowing, 

personification, metaphor, symbol, etc.) 

 

Additional Annotation Strategies:  

Underlining: Within the text, underline or otherwise note anything that strikes you as important, significant, memorable, etc.  If possible 

and profitable, write brief comments within the side margins that indicate your motivation in underlining.  Focus on the essential elements. 

Vertical bars: Use vertical bars and double vertical bars together with abbreviations and symbols to indicate passages that contain 

interesting diction, phrasing and/or syntax, provocative assertions, figurative language, etc.  And, of course, write comments to clarify your 

thinking. 

Vocabulary/unusual diction: Circle words that are unfamiliar to you or whose use strikes you as unusual or inventive.  Look up words in 

a dictionary that seem essential to an understanding of the meaning or the sense of the writer.  If it helps to do so, jot a brief definition or 

synonym nearby. 

Shifts: Note all shifts in tone.  Note all shifts in point of view.  Note all shifts in time.  Note all shifts in diction and syntax. 

Final Thoughts on Annotation: 

While the amount of annotation may vary widely from page to page, any notes you add to a text will help you to read more critically – any 

attempt to annotate the text will help you to understand as you read – and will help you return to the reading with confidence later.  

Annotation is a discrete skill, and like any skill, it takes significant practice to hone your ability to the point of acquiring expertise.  So 

push the pencil!  Push the pencil!  Push the pencil! 

This Annotation Handout was in part inspired and informed by “How to Mark a Book,” an essay by Mortimer J. Adler, Ph. D 

 



 

  



 

  



AP English:  Major Works Data Sheet 

Title: 

Author: 

Date of Publication: 

Genre: 

Biographical information about the author 

Historical information about period of publication 

Characteristics of the genre 



Plot summary 

Describe the author’s style 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples that demonstrate style 



Memorable quotations Significance of quotations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Characters 

Name Role in story Significance Adjectives 

    

 



Setting Significance of opening scene 

Symbols Significance of closing scene 

Old AP questions 

Possible themes / Topics of discussion 

 


